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►ff  Calverley  Urban  District  Council, 
Hnnual  IReport  of  the  /Ibebical  ©fficer  of  Ibealtb. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CALVERLEY 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

GENTLEMEN  ,— 

At  the  conclusion  of  another  year  I again  present  you  with  the  Annual  Report 
as  to  the  health  of  your  district.  I am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  it  contains  much 
satisfactory  matter,  and  compares  very  favourably  with  that  of  any  of  the  last  five  years. 

During  the  year  37  deaths  have  been  recorded,  being  one  less  than  last  year. 
This  yields  an  annual  death-rate  of  14  ])er  1000.  Fourteen  of  the  deaths  were  those  of 
females,  and  23  of  males.  Diseases  6f  the  respiratory  organs  caused  eleven  deaths, 
giving  us  the  rather  high  respiratory  death-rate  of  4-1  per  1000.  Tuberculous  diseases 
figure  prominently  in  the  list,  being  answerable  for  6 deaths.  Two  of  these  were  caused 
by  general  tuberculosis,  and  four  by  phthisis  pulmonalis.  We  thus  arrive  at  a phthisis 
death-rate  of  i'5  per  1000  Five  deaths  were  attributed  to  old  age,  3 to  cerebral 
apoplexy,  2 to  heart  disease,  2 to  convulsions,  and  one  each  to  the  following  causes  : — 
Measles,  intestinal  obstruction,  softening  of  the  brain,  drowning,  general  paralysis, 
gastritis,  senile  gangrene,  and  fractured  femur.  I note  with  satisfaction  the  absence  of 
cancer  from  the  list  of  causes  of  death,  as  also  the  absence  of  any  of  the  notifiable 
Zymotic  diseases.  The  average  age  at  death  was  46  years.  Eight  deaths  of  non-resi- 
dents occurred  in  the  district — five  in  the  hospital  and  three  in  private  houses. 

The  deaths  of  seven  infants  were  recorded  during  the  year,  giving  a rate  of 
infant  mortality  of  152  per  1000  births.  The  rate  last  year  was  210  per  1000  births. 

Zymotic  disease  has  only  visited  us  very  occasionally  during  the  year,  and  has 
only  been  sporadic  in  its  incidence.  There  has  been  no  case  of  extension  from  the  house 
in  which  any  of  the  notifiable  diseases  have  appeared.  These  diseases  have  caused  no 
death.  One  death  has  followed  a case  of  measles, and  this  yields  us  a zymotic  death-rate 
of  *38  per  1000 — a very  satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  Only  nine  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  have  been  reported  during  the  year.  It  is  remarkable  that  five  of 
these  should  be  cases  of  erysipelas.  They  occurred  at  long  intervals  and  wide  apart, 
and  had  no  apparent  connection  with  each  other.  In  no  case  did  the  disease  extend 
from  the  house  in  which  it  first  appeared.  The  same  remark  applies  to  a case  of  scarlet 
fever,  which  was  probably  imported  from  the  Leeds  district.  Two  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  were  reported.  In  one  case,  from  Clarke  Street,  no  satisfactory  account  could  be 
given  of  its  origin.  The  house  in  which  the  other  case  occurred,  in  Long  Street,  was  in 
a very  bad  sanitary  condition,  and  was  duly  noted  to  you.  This  case  was  removed  to 
the  hospital  and  made  a satisfactory  recovery.  A case  of  diptheria  was  reported,  but 
here  again  no  second  case  arose.  In  addition  to  these  there  have  been  a few  cases  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough  during  the  year,  but  these  have  not  assumed  epidemic 
proportions.  Considering  that  the  neighbouring  districts  have  been  severely  attacked 
by  infectious  diseases  during  the  year,  our  comparative  immunity  is  as  remarkable  as  it 
is  gratifying. 


'i 


•■  'V  hi*  V ■ tl-  iiJ 


&7i^& -5^ 


It 


m-: 


'H  ;... 


ISW^  ^ V"". '■'u 

- f _ 'f  .■  vi... ' 4klJL- 


Lfr^ . -‘Vi 


I ’ ;<1  ■ • / 


ij  il'»^''?'5s  B ■J 

■ V -SiW ' " ^ * 

i^Mi  •*W  I 

. i' . 


Birth-Rate— 


Water 

Supply- 


Sewerage 

and 

Drainage  - 


Nuisances  - 


I append  the  report  of  the  year’s  results  at  the  hospital,  and  you  will  note  that  we 
have  only  made  use  of  the  institution  for  one  case  during  the  year.  Since  the  current 
year  began  this  case  has  come  back  convalescent. 
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Forty-six  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  27  females  and  19  males.  This 
yields  an  annual  birth-rate  of  167  per  1000,  being  remarkably  low.  The  natural  increase 
in  population  during  the  year  has  been  very  small  indeed — in  fact  only  about  ii  units. 

The  only  change  in  the  water  supply  during  the  year  has  been  the  laying  of  a new 
system  of  mains  at  a greater  depth  than  the  old  ones.  This  is  very  gratifying.  There 
have  been  no  complaints  as  to  quantity  or  quality  of  the  water  during  last  year,  and  no 
case  of  disease  has  been  traceable  to  any  of  the  local  supplies. 

The  most  urgent  need  in  regard  to  sewerage  at  present  is  undoubtedly  the  com- 
pletion of  treatment  works.  The  village  itself  is  now  well  provided  with  good  mam 
sewers,  and  it  only  remains  to  crown  this  laudable  work  by  constructing,  as  early  as 
possible,  satisfactory  outfall  works,  in  order  that  our  share  in  the  contamination  of  the 
river  may  be  removed.  No  stigma  will  then  attach  to  us  in  this  very  important  branch 
of  sanitary  work. — Several  houses  have  been  reported  for  defective  drainage  during  the 
year,  and  on  this  account  four  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
They  have,  however,  been  remedied,  and  are  now  in  a much  more  satisfactory  condition. 
There  still  remain  a few  houses  which  are  not  disconnected  from  the  drains,  but  the 
number  of  these  is  rapidly  diminishing.  ’ 

I have  not  been  called  upon  to  report  specially  to  you  on  any  alleged  nuisances 
during  the  year.  1 conclude  therefore  that  any  such  cases  which  may  have  been  reported 
to  you  by  your  inspector  have  received  prompt  attention.  The  district  generally  seems 
to  be  very  free  from  any  crying  nuisance,  as  in  my  inspection  of  the  district  I do  not 
meet  with  any  such  conditions. 

In  conclusion,  I am  happy  to  be  able  to  present  you  with  such  a satisfactory 
report.  The  remarkable  absence  of  preventable  diseases  does  credit  to  your  admini- 
stration of  the  sanitary  affairs  of  the  district.  Trusting  that  this  happy  immunity  may 
continue. 


I remain.  Gentlemen, 


Shaftesbury  House, 

Calverley,  January,  1897. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 

CHAS.  ED.  HOLLINQS. 


